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MARION SMITH, who established the MMC Medical Library, was honored as an




Henry Butz of Breinigsville was
elected to the board of directors of
the Men of Muhlenberg Medical
Center at the organization's annual
dinner meeting on April 23. The
meeting at the Northampton Memor-
ial Community Center was attended
by 150 members, wives and guests.
The Men re-elected Harry Diehl
and Emil Piger, both of Allentown;
Thomas Hittinger, Stanley Kleckner,
Lester Pearson and WilburVonSteu-
ben, Bethlehem; Irvin Lengel, Neffs,
and Roland Yaple, Northampton, to
new terms on the board. Kenneth
Harpel, Bethlehem, was made an
honorary director.
Austin Ueberroth, Bethlehem, the
president, announced that the Men
of MMC contributed $1,782 from
their Charity Fund during the year to
help defray the hospital costs of indi-
gent patients. The sum of $2,000
was paid on the pledge to the hospi-
tal's Development Fund.
Mr. Ueberroth also reported that a
$500 scholarship will be awarded to




The medical/surgical patient cen-
sus at Muhlenberg Medical Center
in March was the highest in the
hospital's history. President Albert V.
Moggio reported that 117.2 percent
of the medical/surgical beds were
occupied during the month. He ad-
ded that the occupancy of these
beds overthefirst nine monthsofthe
year which began July 1 was 105.2
percent.
The hospital spokesman attribu-
ted the high census to the accep-
tance of physicians and patients a-
like of the new wings which were
opened in September 1979. "There
is a growing awareness in the Val-
ley," he said, "of the excellence of
our facilities and the high level of
care our hospital offers."
plans a career in the health care
field.
Entertainment was provided by
the choir of St. John's U.C.C.Church,
Nazareth. The men will elect officers
for 1981-82 at their June meeting.
Muhlenberg Medical Center's
plan to increase the number of its
medical/surgical beds received the
overwhelming approval of the Health
Systems Council (HSC) of Eastern
Pennsylvania. The proposal now
needs only the approval of the Penn-
sylvania Department of Health to be-
come a reality.
According to the plan, the hospital
would construct a 32 bed medical/
surgical fourth flooratopthe new pa-
tient care wing opened in late 1979.
Seven medical/surgical beds in the
original section of the hospital and
the 22 bed skilled nursing facility
would be eliminated. The council vo-
ted 18 to 3 in favor of this program.
The project, which will cost an esti-
mated $2 million, will enable MMC to
Harrisburg-The Pennsylvania
Department of Health has approved
the application of Muhlenberg
Medical Center, Bethlehem, for
the addition of 32 new medical/
surgical beds and the deletion of
22 skilled nursing and 7 medical/
surgical beds in the original wing
of the hospital. This proposal had
the strong support of the local area
Health Systems Council. The hos-
pital has had a high patient census.
increase its emphasis on acute care.
As Joseph Fitzgerald, associate ex-
ecutive director, pointed out, the pro-
posal is a response to the HSC plan
which lists a need for additional med-
ical/surgical beds in Northampton
County. While MMC is located on the
eastern edge of Lehigh County,
more than 70% of its patients are
Northampton County residents.
Mr. Fitzgerald noted that the hos-
pital's skilled nursing facility dates
back to the early seventies when
there was a shortage of such beds in
the area. He added that the hun-
dreds of new nursing care beds in
(continued on page 2)
MARION SMITH HONORED AT
1981 VOLUNTEER TRIBUTE
Marion Smith, a volunteer who es-
tablished the Muhlenberg Medical
Center Medical Library, was honored
by the hospital during the annual
Volunteer Recognition Program on
April 30. Mrs. Smith, who resides in
Bethlehem, served as volunteer li-
brarian for seven years.
More than 150 adult volunteers
were recognized for their services to
the hospital and received pins, bars
and stripes for reaching new levels
of service hours. Helen Detthof,
Bethlehem, reached the 8,000 hour
plateau, while Rona Ezar, Allentown,
now has more than 7,700 hours of
service. Awards were presented by
Mary Grace Stanton, Deanna Stru-
ble and Joyce Hittinger of the Volun-
teer Office.
Entertainment was provided by a
trio composed of Suzanne Bleiler,
flute; Chris Epinger, clarinet and Ju-
lie Carr, piano.
Award Recipients were:
5700 hours - Myrtle Berger, Bethle-
hem
4500 hours - Mabel Angstadt, Beth-
lehem
3700 hours - Bettie Melloy, Bethle-
hem
3600 hours - Catherine Roth, Bethle-
hem
3400 hours - Ruth Wahrmann, Allen-
town
2800 hours - Lorraine Stewart, Beth-
lehem
2600 hours - Alice Hausman, Allen-
town
2300 hours - Clarence Bonser, Beth-
lehem
2100 hours - Marion Leidich, Cata-
sauqua; Robert Steward, Bethlehem.
2000 hours - Dorothy Allan, Bethle-
hem
1900 hours - Olga Gearhart, Bethle-
hem, and Frieda Wahrmann, Allen-
town.
1800 hours - Edward Fehnel and
Mary Murphy, both of Bethlehem
1700 hours - Wilna Hale, Bethlehem
1600 hours - Louise McCahon and
Merrill Weiss, both of Bethlehem
1500 hours - Manny Johnson, Beth-
lehem
1400 hours - Emily Nagle, Bethle-
hem
1300 hours - Gizella Ahn, Northamp-
ton
1200 hours - Robert Kichline, Beth-
lehem
1000 hours - Beatrice Fitting, John
Gemi, Jr., Florence Paules, Margaret
Robertson, Ernestine Schussler and
Harold Thornton, all of Bethlehem;
Winfield Knerr and Clara Schleicher,
Catasauqua, and Helen Solloy, AI-
I
lentown.
900 hours - Gerry Uberroth, Bethle-
hem
800 hours - Carol Kelly, Bethlehem
700 hours - Thomas Hittinger, Aina
Sharp and Nancy Swartz, Bethle-
hem;lsabelle Miller, Catasauqua,
and Althea Reidy, Fullerton.
600 hours - Dale Custer, Joe D'Aleo,
Sharon Savitski and John Sise, all of
Bethlehem.
500 hours - Richard Bleiler, Marga-
ret Bryson, Eleanor Collins, Lorraine
Cornwell, Catherine Davies, Verna
Geist, Calista Hagenbuch, Pauline
Hess, Muriel Mengel, Elmer Paules,
Mary Sandt and Claire Wright, all of
Bethlehem; Dorothy Belsito and
Ruth Wilson, Allentown, Arlene Ruth,
Danielsville; Grace Huber and Ma-
mie Weidner, Catasauqua and Mary
Oszczakiewicz, Northampton.
400 hours - Dorothy Burg, Walter
Meissner, Edith Odenwelder and
Austin Ueberroth, all of Bethlehem;
Olive Groller, Coplay and Ruth
Hutchinson, Hellertown.
300 hours - Elizabeth Crosbie, Eliza-
beth Daniel, Frances Faust, Mary
Haldeman, Ethel Handwerk, Helen
Harbove, Charles Hawk, Catherine
Mathues, Arlene Miller, Margaret Or-
ban, Jan Schollenberger, Joan Smal-
ley, Merle Tate, Lucy Whitehead and
Frederick Wise, all of Bethlehem,
and Ellen Kolb, Bath.
200 hours - Alice Bosha, William
Davies, Georgene DePaola, Ruth Fi-
dorick, Luisa Fiore, Alma Fluck, Dor-
othy Frederick, Anne Greaves, Helen
Korpics, Charlotte Lang, Melba Moy-
er, Reba Odenwelder, Jan Pane-
bianco, Nancy Repsher, Beverly
Shegina, Mildred Sterner, Mary Wi 1-
lians, June Wily and Dorothy Yocum,
all of Bethlehem; Mae Billheimerand
Gerry DeAngelis, both of Allentown;
Katherine Farnsworth, Tatamy; Ro-
bert Kolb, Bath; Irene Ostapenko,
Hellertown, and Lena Steckel and
Emma Tempest, both of Catasauqua.
100 hours - Joan Arnold, Grace Blei-
ler, Agusta Clark, Martha Diehl, Laur-
ine Dietrich, LaRue Ecker, Edna
Frankenfield, Gayle Freyman, Arthur
Hughes, Miriam Hughes, Milton
Kuhns, Anne Leidlich, Patricia lind-
ner, Mary Mihalakis, Lucy Peters,
Katherine Reed, Elizabeth Reichard,
Tilly Rice, Ethel Scheid, Emma Sch-
wind, Walter Schwind, Anna Tzope,
Margaret Volpinari, and Lorraine Von
Spreckelsen, all of Bethlehem; Ruth
Fisher and Zola McKinley; both of Al-
lentown; Estella Knerr, Joseph Mul-
Ier and Mabel Rush, all of Catasau-




Elizabeth Horwath, R.N., who
gained her first on-the-job experi-
ence at Muhlenberg Medical Center,
assisted in the care of President
Reagan in the Intensive Care Unit of
George Washington University Med-
ical Center, Washington, D.C. She
also was a nurse on the case of
Presidential Press Secretary James
Brady after the March 30 assassina-
tion attempt in the nation's capital.
Mrs. Horwath was graduated from
Sacred Heart Hospital School of
Nursing in Allentown in 1972 and at-
tended Monmouth College where
she majored in biology. She was a
staff nurse at MMC in 1972-73 and
again in 1975-78. During the interim
she held a similar position at Metho-
dist Hospital in Indianapolis.
While at MMC Mrs. Horwath com-
pleted a course in intensive coronary
care and, in 1976, she was selected
as the American Cancer Society's
"Miss Hope" for Northampton Coun-
ty.
Her husband, Michael, is a second
year student at the George Washing-
ton University Medical School. Their
son, Jonathon, was born in Mexico
while his father was attending the
University of Guadalajara Medical
School.
A native of Allentown, Mrs. Hor-
wath is a graduate of Parkland High
School.
APPROVAL (cont. from page 1)
the Valley obviate the need for such
beds in an acute care hospital. The
area in which skilled nursing is loca-
ted will be converted to ancillary ser-
vices and office space.
The MMC plan was approved earli-
er by the HSC staff and the project
and regional committees. The Le-
high Valley Business Conference on
Health Care also supported the pro-
ject.








services, addressed the Lehigh Val-
ley Stroke Club at its regular monthly
meeting at the hospital on April 21.
The club, a joint venture of MMC and
St. Luke's Hospital, is open to all
stroke victims in the Lehigh Valley.
Ms. Shafer listed the community
agencies that provide one or more
services to persons who suffer from
strokes and discussed how these
services can help the afflicted per-
son to resume his or her role in the
community.
The speaker was introduced by
Anne Marie Dale, MMC occupational
therapist, who reviewed the pro-
gress of the club since its inception
in January.
At the March 18 meeting held at St.
Luke's Hospital, Dr. Robert McCoy, a
member of the Department of Medi-
cine, discussed the different types of
strokes. He pointed out that athero-
sclerosis is responsible for only 33
percent of all strokes, and listed
such other causes as lacunae, em-
bolism, hypertensive hemorrhage
and ruptured aneurysm and vascular
malformations.
Dr.McCoy also addressed the con-
troversial issues of diet, exercise and
smoking as they relate to reducing
risks of stroke.
The club was founded by Ms. Dale
and Mary Jane Barr, speech patholo-
gist at St. Luke's Hospital. The next
meeting will be held at St. Luke's
Hospital on May 20.
F~milies and friends of stroke vic-




Donald E. Porter, MMC executive
director, is the 1981 executive of the
year. Mr. Porter's selection was an-
nounced at the 23rd executive night
of the Professional Secretaries In-
ternational at the Bethlehem Club on
April 9.
Mrs. Nancy Choy, secretary to
Boyd Hixon of the law firm of Weaver,
Mosebach, Piosa and Hixon, Cata-
sauqua, was named secretary of the
year.
Mr. Porter has been executive di-
rector of Muhlenberg Medical Cen-
ter since 1968 and he also held the
posts of administrator of the Charles
Cole Memorial Hospital, Couders-
port, and Seneca Falls Hospital, Sen-
eca Falls, N.Y. He will retire from his




Quality of hospital care involves
mroe than a timely glass of water to
a thirsty patient or a nurse's quick
response to an emergency call.
A high level of care can only be
achieved when every aspect of hos-
pital operation is truly efficient, and
it's the job of Quality Assurance to
come up with solutions to problems
that affect such efficiency.
Quality Assurance was begun at
Muhlenberg Medical Center early
in 1980 following the publication
of the Joint Commission on Accredi-
tation of Hospitals (JCAH) Quality
Assurance standard.
Martha Witz, the coordinator, re-
views the minutes of all the hospital's
component committees as part of
the Quality Assurance surveillance,
in an attempt to identify existing or
potential problem areas and to pre-
vent possible duplication of effort.
A committee authorized by the
Board of Directors of MMC has been
formed to implement and maintain
an all-inclusive survey of these facets
of hospital operation. Serving on the
committee are Joseph W. Fitzgerald,
associate executive director; Dr.
George L. Donaghue, medical direc-
tor; Dr. Robert Sherman, first vice-
president of the Medical Staff; and
Martha Witz, Quality Assurance Co-
ordinator.
Consultant members of the com-
mittee include Mrs. Shirley Ragsdale,
director of Nursing Services; Ronald
Macaulay, director of Fiscal Ser-
vices; William R. Mason, director
of Administrative Services; and J.
Jeffrey Beich, director of Ancillary
Services. All sub-units of the hospital
have representation through these
committee members and, equally
as important, input from multi-dis-
ciplinary areas is avialable when
dealing with problems that come to
Quality Assurance.
The committee reviews problems,
recommends action, and establishes
priorities to correct the situations
identified in committee minutes.
Periodic follow-up to assess the
status or resolution of problem areas
is also monitored by the quality As-
surance Committee.
When a medical care evaluation
study or mroe commonly an audit,
uncovered a problem with trans-
mission time of laboratory studies,
Quality Assurance launched its own
study. It was quickly established that
the laboratory was not the cause of
most delays. As the committee pur-
sued the problem further, it was re-
alized that the in-house courier ser-
Martha Witz
Quality Assurance Coordinator
vice had not been modified since
MMC's recent expansion. In a busy
acute care program this delivery
system had become a bottleneck.
A new courier service was imple-
mented, whereby deliveries of la-
boratory and other ancillary service
reports are made on an hourly basis
with added weekend coverage. The
problem was solved and a situation
with potential for negative impact
on the quality of patient care was
averted.
Pertinent problems reviewed by
Quality Assurance are transmitted
to the Medical Staff and Executive
Committee by the Medical Staff re-
presentative. The Quality Assurance
Committee will make an annual re-
view of its activities for presentation
to the Board of Directors by the Med-
ical Director.
Only by such constant monitoring
and follow-through can a hospital
maintain high standards and im-
prove quality in all areas of hospital
service.
As a nurse in the U.S. Air Force,
Marty Witz was sationed at several
air bases in Alabama and Mississippi.
A native of Beth lehem, she was grad-
uated from Liberty High School in
Bethlehem and the Abington Mem-
orial Hospital School of Nursing and
was a student at the Ogontz Campus
of Penn State University and the
University of Maryland Extension
School in Berlin, Germany. She re-
sides in Easton with her husband
and two sons.
SUMMER FESTIVAL
August 21 - 23
Gavin C. Barr, M.D.
Dr. Barr New MMC
Chief of Medicine
Gavin C. Barr, M.D., has been
named chief of medicine by Muhlen-
berg Medical Center. He will suc-
ceed Ben C. Barnes, M.D.,who is re-
tiring on June 30.
Dr. Barr, a native of Allentown, has
been an active member of the MMC
Medical Staff since 1967. He is a
graduate of Lafayette College and
the Thomas Jefferson Medical Col-
lege in Philadelphia.
After interning at Allentown Hospi-
tal, 1960-61, he served in the U.S.Air
Force as a medical officer in 1961-
63, and was a resident in internal
medicine at St. Luke's Hospital. Dr.
Bar" has been in private practice
since 1966.
He is a member of the Northamp-
ton County, Pennsylvania and Ameri-
can medical societies and the Penn-
sylvania and American societies of
internal medicine. Dr. Barr's father
William Barr, M.D., is chief of gastro~
enterology emeritus at Allentown
Hospital. He is also a member of the
MMC Medical Staff.
The new chief of medicine resides
in Bethlehem with his wife and two




MMC's nurses observed National
Nurse Dayon May 6 with a cake and
punch party. Posters proclaiming
the theme, "Nursing, the Total Sup-
port" were displayed in the hospital,
and all nurses wore flowers which
were a gift of the administration.
Mrs. Mary Jane Matte, R.N., headed
the Nurse Day Committee.
I
HEALTH CARE SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED TO TWO JUNIORS
Two Bethlehem high school seni-
ors were awarded college scholar-
ships during the annual Youth Volun-
teer Recognition Program at Muh-
lenberg Medical Center on May 2.
Cheryl Jakisa, a Bethlehem Catho-
lic High senior, was given a $500
scholarship by the hospital's Auxili-
ary. She plans to attend Allentown
College of St. Francis de Sales,
where she will pursue a nursing ca-
reer.
James Tkacik, a senior at Freedom
High, received $500 from the Men of
Muhlenberg Medical Center. An en-
rollee at Alderson-Broadus College,
Phillippi, W.va., he plans to become a
physician's assistant.
Miss Jakisa also was honored for
reaching the 1300 service hour. Min-
dyGarland has 1100hoursandTkacik
received a 700 hour pin.
The youths presented a sketch
"C a 'arry n Volunteers", and William
Mason, director of administrative
services, brought greetings from the
hospital. New volunteers were cap-
ped by Marguerite Boyer, R.N., and
Nancy Supon, R.N., of the Staff Edu-
cation Department. Lena Kistler,
Auxiliary president, and Austin Ue-
berroth, president of the Men of
. MMC, presented the scholarships.
Other youth volunteer awards
were presented to:
600 hours - Beth Gemi and Stepha-
nie Santos, Bethlehem, and Kay Nei-
pert, Allentown.
500 hours - Sarah Boyer, Allentown.
400 hours - Laura Szymanski, Beth-
lehem.
300 hours - Lori Adams, Brenda
Richards and Patty Zulli, all of Beth-
lehem; and Jayne Bastian and De-
nise Simons, Allentown.
200 hours - Kim Bernhard, Karen
Buffman; Caroline uumbach, Ruth
Eames, Susan Goodwin, Gretchen
Gregoris, Patti Hedden, Candy Hub-







low, Karen Mriglot, Pauline Pacenta,
Amy Swartz, Lisa Zarzecki and Marie
Zervos, all of Bethlehem; Donna
Check, Bath; Crystal Ragsdale, Al-
lentown, and Rosanne O'Donnell,
Northampton.
1O~ hours - Michele Anthony, Barrie
Ardmger, Stacey Bartholomew, Chri-
tine Beck, Lori Bissey, Christie Bon-
esch, Betsy Brong, Nancy Coale
Robin Covey, Dawn Coyle, Beth Dol~
uisio, Sherry Doyle, Caroline Dunlap,
Rodeen Eroh, Vicky Garland, Nicole
Graessel, Michele Hamm, Kelli Kar-
voski, Melissa Kresge, Lizzette Me-
dina, Kim Mullikin, Karen Norder, Na-
omi Radin, Carol Rosamalia, Louise
Sprague, Tracy Widener, Christine
Wimmer and Sue Woodruff, all of
Bethlehem; Alice Andrukaitis, Eva
Herczeg and Shauna Wright, Bath;
Audrey Bartholomew, Beth Moravek
and Kimberly Wensel, all of North-
ampton; Charlotte Carlson and Gail
Weber, Catasauqua, and Missy
Head, Easton.
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